
 

DFID ENTRY SCHEME FOR ADVISERS 
(DESA) 

 
Can you help DFID to rise to the challenge of reducing world poverty?  
 
DFID is launching a 3rd round of the DFID Entry Scheme for Advisers (DESA). This 
is a great opportunity to join DFID and progress a career in development as a DFID 
adviser.  
 

The scheme enables DFID to recruit and develop the right people and offer them the 
opportunity to develop into effective DFID advisers in their chosen field of expertise.  
The three-year DESA programme combines development placements in DFID offices 
in the UK and overseas with coaching and other structured learning. UK placements 
will be in either our London Headquarters in Whitehall or Scottish Headquarters in 
Abercrombie House, East Kilbride, near Glasgow.  If successful you will be expected 
to take up your UK placement in either location as determined by DFID.   DESA 
provides DFID with a pipeline of people with the right mix of operational experience 
and policy competence to function effectively in a range of exciting and challenging 
roles as specialist advisers on international development.   

Places are available in the following professional groups in this 3rd round: 
 
Evaluation, Governance, Humanitarian, Infrastructure, Livelihoods, Private 
Sector Development and Social Development 
 
The scheme is looking for people with: 

 

 Talent, commitment and a passion for development; a willingness and 
ability to work in countries where DFID posts prove consistently difficult to 
fill. 

 A relevant postgraduate qualification (Master’s Degree, PhD) or 
equivalent. 

  Some relevant work experience in a relevant development field.  
 

To find out more about DESA please visit our website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-
development 
 
We are also recruiting experienced professionals to join a pool of Private Sector 
Development (PSD) Advisers who we can call upon to fill permanent or fixed term 
PSD positions that arise over the next 12 months. 

 
To apply for either please go to https://jobsstatic.civilservice.gov.uk/csjobs.html 
 

Closing date for applications: 1 September 2015 at 12 Noon GMT. 
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